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Penner Acquitted—Prayers Answered

From the Editor

An almost certain way to revitalize a lagging conversation is to interject
the subject of the college campus. If one moves beyond the violence—which
all men of reason and good will deplore—there is wide difference of opinion
as to what is happening on our campuses. That there is ferment is obvious. Its
significance for good or ill is a matter of controversy.
This ferment is not confined to the public universities or non-Christian
private colleges. Even on the Christian college campus, among those termed
conservative and evangelical, there is restlessness and ferment. This spirit is
difficult for the non-academic community to understand. In all of this the
church is in danger of identifying with the anti-intellectualism of our time
and of failing to understand the role of the college and university in the fabric
of our society and the Christian college in the life of the church.
Now, it is to this issue that Dr. McKenna spoke at the General Conference
and we are pleased to present in this issue the paper he presented there
entitled, "The Christian College: DEW Line of the Church."
One of the most alarming and tragic phenomenon of our day is the
mounting drug abuse. A disturbing news item appears on page seven under
"Religious News." The drug problem is a revelation of the basic emptiness of
life in our secular and sensate culture. It is a revelation also of society's
hypocrisy. The emptiness results in a desire for inner experience, understanding, and fulfillment. The desire to have loneliness met by a sense of
community and a common experience. An evangelistic fervor seems to
characterize the desire of the user to have others experience the lift or the
trip which comes from the use of drugs.
Our hypocrisy is evident as parents with a cigarette in one hand and a
cocktail glass in the other warn their children about drugs. It is evident as
those who would not use either tobacco or alcohol turn to their well stocked
medicine cabinet for something to take them through the day and return to
the same source for something to get them through the night.
This is essentially a spiritual problem—spiritual in its deep and broad
meaning. Bishop Sider's short but pertinent article, "The Demon Returns"
sees the problem in its proper perspective.
The lead article in the Missions section (page eight) is of human interest
and historical significance. Not only does it pay honor to Howard and Pearl
Wolgemuth for the outstanding work they have done in Nicaragua but it
informs the church of plans to enlarge the work. It appears that Brethren in
Christ Missions will increase their witness in Central America—an area which
is becoming increasingly receptive to evangelical Christianity.
"Questions and Answers—about SPIC" takes us to India and to the school
program they have for Indian children and the part individuals and classes can
have in this ministry to the children of India.
The title "Too Many Churches?" will no doubt intrigue the reader. We
suggest that you follow your curiosity and read the article. We guarantee it
will force you to think. The subject could readily become a basis for a
Sunday evening discussion.
The Sunday School page features an article which may help us. understand
why Sunday school pupils—young and old—are different than a generation
ago. This may help us understand why schools geared to the past are losing
the interest of those living in the present.
The case of Jerry Penner reminds us that there are sections of the country
where the rights of the conscientious objector are not readily honored and
men who take this position have a difficult road. The Penner case resulted in
the Supreme Court re-affirming these rights. The article recounts the difficult
legal road traveled and the interesting sidelight of the prosecutor—the
Solicitor General—arguing before the Supreme Court on Penner's behalf.
There comes to members of our brotherhood significant honors and
responsibilities. We would desire to share these with the church as we receive
the information and have space available. To Dr. Ernest L. Boyer has come an
outstanding honor which we report on page fourteen. Our congratulations,
best wishes, and prayers are extended.
The short article on page three of the last issue (August 10) "After 100
Years" was not clearly indicated as the Editorial nor did the usual "Z" follow
it. But it was the editorial, nonetheless, and the editor is responsible for its
contents.
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Editorial
Literary Societies
and Wineskins
In my college days I was a member of the Goethean
Literary Society. There were two societies on the Franklin
and Marshall campus. Both had had a long and distinguished history. They each owned their own building on
the campus. These buildings were built by the alumni of
their respective societies.
I was a member in the waning days of literary societies.
Our Friday evening attendance was not large but the
debates were heated, if not relevant, and the papers
presented had some of the marks of erudition. To be
elected president of one of the societies was a prestigious
honor.
Those were the good old days!
But they were fast coming to a close. I question if there
are many literary societies meeting on college campuses
anymore. There must have been a reason for their existence
and the role they had in college life. There is likewise a
reason for their passing from the scene. I do not intend to
analyze the reason for either their existence or demise. I
only use this to illustrate that institutions and forms come
and go. And somehow the literary society was no longer the
form for learning and experience that was real and
meaningful. Obviously, the learning experience has continued to go on in new forms and through new institutions.
No one of us will be too upset by the passing of the
literary society but the principle expressed in its passing is
valid in every area of life. When forms and patterns no
longer are viable and meaningful means of experience they
will eventually cease. They may be prolonged by any
number of methods and for high purposes but their end is
sure. This is also true within the church.
We probably did not need to spend this long a preface to
get to our point. We are all aware that forms and patterns
and programs within the church are in ferment. Indeed, the
institutional church is suspect to an increasing number of
youth and even adults. They feel that the forms and even
the institution is not a channel but a curtain; not an aid but
a hindrance to spiritual reality and the Grace of God.
We will be better prepared for these changing times if we
keep a number of truths in perspective.
First: Form is not identical to reality. Form is necessary
but it is not the essence. Jesus spoke of wine and wineskins.
The purpose of wineskins is to hold the wine. If they fail to
do this they are no longer of value—indeed they are a
liability. The wine is the essence. It is for the preservation
and the transmitting of the wine that the wineskin exists.
There comes a time, if I understand Jesus correctly, when
the old wineskins will need to give way to new. New forms
will be needed to transmit reality.
I dare say that this is a principle we find difficult to learn
in the church. Too often we identify form with reality.
Practices and programs become sacred by long observance.
And we assume that having at one time been the bearers of
reality, they must still be such. We do not distinguish
between the form itself and the reality it is intended to
convey.
Now this means that those forms which seem so
important to us—worship at.eleven o'clock Sunday mornAugust25, 1970

ing—a pulpit at the front of the sanctuary—a sanctuary
itself—the graded Sunday school—the midweek service—the
quarterly communion—the men's fellowship—are only
forms, and are legitimate forms only when they are means
of communicating God's grace to human need. But theyare
not the essence.
A second truth we need to remember is that forms and
institutions exist for people; not people for them. Nothing
was more sacred to the Jews of Jesus' time than the
Sabbath. This holy institution had a long tradition. Rooted
in the creation itself, it was formalized by law and
supported by the prophets and a multitude of traditions, so
that men were in virtual bondage to the Sabbath. But Jesus
dealt institutionalism a devastating blow when he said that
the Sabbath was created for man and not man for the
Sabbath.
Stated simply this means that people are more important
than forms and institutions. So instead of bemoaning the
lack of support for existing programs we would do better if
we would ask ourselves the question: Do the old forms still
carry reality and meaning or are new forms needed to meet
the need of the people whom the institution is meant to
serve?
Dedicated people can continue to maintain programs and
forms indefinitely even after they have ceased to meet
men's needs. But sensitive people will be disturbed and will
seek new forms to serve the new age. We do not have space
to point out the vast changes which have taken place in our
society in the last fifty years—communication—transportation—urbanization—education—economics—mobility. Have
we taken these changes into account or are we still patching
up forms and patterns and concepts which were formalized
in the late nineteenth century and the early decades of the
present one?
Third: It is not easy to be constructive in our approach to
traditional patterns of form and expression. Our approach
is either to conserve the past or to discard it. It is much
easier to defend or attack than it is to develop new and
viable forms.
There is of course something to be said for both
conserving and attacking the present patterns. An old
wineskin may be better than no wineskin at all. Forms are
essential to give expression to reality and it may well be
that the old is better than no form at all. So it is
understandable that when forms and institutions are threatened and chaos seems to be the order of things, concerned
people will rise in defense of the security they have known
and seek to conserve it.
It is likewise understandable that those who sense the
inadequacies of the present patterns would be critical of
them. It is certainly easier to see the sickness of a situation
than it is to prescribe a cure. Nor should we necessarily
demand that those who detect the inadequacies of present
patterns remain silent unless they can offer alternatives.
These alternatives will arise out of the tension which
results from those who would- conserve and those who
would discard. Alternatives will result from conversation
between those who are concerned with order and form and
those who cry for meaning and reality.
History is on the side of change. Societies and institutions
unwilling to meet the demand for change are buried under
the sands of time or exist in archives and history books. We
need to do more than patch the old wineskins or postpone
the inevitable by novel plans and sensational publicity. Nor
is change for the sake of change the answer. The future
belongs to those who open themselves to the reality of God
and use those forms and means which are natural and
effective in communicating this reality to a needy world.
Z

An address given to the General Conference
during the Board for Schools and Colleges Hour.

The Christian College
David L. McKennq
The DEW line is a term that belongs
exclusively to the nuclear age. Technically, it refers to the Detection Early
Warning system that will give us fifteen
minutes to survive in the case of nuclear
attack. Socially, it has also been applied
to the institutions or movements which
are the frontrunners for change in our
society. The university, for instance, has
been described as the DEW line for
predicting the revolutionary changes
that will sweep beyond the campus to
the whole social order in the years just
ahead. That may explain why student
violence is a threat that must be taken
seriously. While using methods that we
deplore, the protest usually arises from
legitimate causes that indict the .brittleness of our institutions and the hypocrisy of our moral claims. If the university is the DEW line for our society,
we have already had the early warning
of judgment upon our nation.
The church also needs a DEW line for
the detection of trends that will determine its future. One early warning
system certainly needs to be built facing
the ranks of the enemy. This requires a
sensitive system that can detect the
wiles of the serpent as well as the
roaring of the lion. But another DEW
line needs to be built on a perimeter
that touches the motives, the questions,
and the passions of Christian youth
today. That DEW line already exists in
the Christian college. It is here that
Christian youth reveal their hopes and
their fears for the church of tomorrow.
It is here that they enter the "mix" of
many minds where an easy faith will not
stand. It is here that they seek the
freedom to be themselves. It is here that
they struggle for the integrity of mind,
body, and spirit out of which whole
men are born. It is here that Christian
youth make the decision to penetrate a
hostile world or to run from it. Therefore, if we want to detect the early
warnings for the future of the church,
we need to be reading the signs in the
Christian college.
Dr. McKenna, President of Seattle Pacific
College (Free Methodist) is one of the leaders
in evangelical higher education.
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Today, I would like to share with you
some observations from the DEW line of
the Christian college. What we see arid
hear may frighten us at first. As leaders
in the church who have taken an unspoken oath to preserve the life of the
institution, the blips on the screen may
appear to be ominous and threatening
shapes. But as we get a closer look, we
will see that the markings are ours and
that the youth of today can actually
bring reinforcements for a Christian
offensive in the world.
Observations from the DEW Line
The first and most important observation is that Christian youth today are as
vitally concerned about the spiritual life
as the youth or adults of any generation. It is natural for adults to assume
that there is a spiritual decline among
the rising generation because they do
not think, talk, dress, feel or act like the
established generation. It is an error,
'however, to equate these differences
with a loss of interest in spiritual values.

the Spirit are neither bruised nor rotten.
Youth in the Christian college today are
still hungry for the evidence of "love,
joy, peace and longsuffering" in their
lives. While the past academic year is
remembered as a violent and selfdefeating year in American higher education, many Christian colleges have
been the scenes of spiritual renewal as
our youth have rediscovered the power
of God through honesty, openness and
love. At one college, the campus
radical-in-residence who had tried heavy
drugs and heavy politics prayed,
"Christ, you have been a super-trip to
me. I am now ready to go up against the
wall for you." At another, a newspaper
reporter covering the scene was interviewing a co-ed who described her experience by saying "I love you." This so
shook the reporter that he went back to
the office to write, "Those kids blew
my mind." From the Christian college
has come, not only the leadership for
genuine spiritual renewal, but also a
willingness to respond to the develop-

Youth is anxious to talk about a Biblical doctrine of human relationships, but they are short of time to hear about the historical precedents
for the commitments of culturized Christianity. If we can show them
how Christianity affects human relationships, they will then be willing to
learn how history has affected Christianity. But the greatest error that
we can make is to put spiritual labels on youthful differences and assume
that the rising generation has lost its interest in the highest qualities of
the Christian life.
If there is a generation gap in the
church, it does not exist at this point.
Studies have shown that, in spite of the
severe tension that exists between the
generations, the youth of today are
interested in the same values as adults.
No one on either side of the generation
gap is in favor of destroying the bill of
rights or smashing the values of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
The difference comes in the manner and
the method in which the generations
intend to implement these values. In my
opinion, the same observation can be
made about youth from the DEW line
of the Christian college. The fruits of

mental tasks of the Spirit which Peter
described as "faith, virtue, knowledge,
temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness and love."
This is where the dialogue between
the generations must begin. Youth is
anxious to talk about a Biblical doctrine
of human relationships, but they are
short of time to hear about the historical precedents for the commitments of
culturized Christianity. If we can show
them how Christianity affects human
relationships, they will then be willing
to learn how history has affected Christianity. But the greatest error that we
can make is to put spiritual labels on
Evangelical Visitor

youthful differences and assume that
the rising generation has lost its interest
in the highest qualities of the Christian
life. The blip from the DEW line tells
that Christian youth share a belief in the
same spiritual values of which we are
persuaded and upon which we have
staked our lives. The differences are not
in the ends, they are in the means.

While waiting to speak at Commencement, I leafed through the newly published yearbook. It was refreshing to
note the groomed hair and clean faces
of the men graduates. Then, when I
turned to the faculty section, I saw that
one out of four of the men wore beards.
Facetiously, I suggested to my hostess,
"One would almost think that there was

Unless the church and the college take the leadership in developing a
Biblical perspective on the moral issues which have engaged the mind of
youth, we are forcing them to flounder without a basis in truth or to
accept the answers that are forthcoming from political, legal and
technical decisions. If the church and the college choose to play it safe,
we will have to accept our share of responsibility for producing a
generation of technical giants and moral dwarfs.
The second observation from the
DEW line is an early warning on the
crisis of authority among youth today.

It is said that modern youth are not
only rebelling against authority, they
are questioning the legitimacy of
authority. This helps explain the interruptions of dignified leaders of state on
commencement platforms, the forceful
eviction of college administrators from
their offices and the brash confrontations with authorities at all levels. For
those of us who have been brought up
to respect authority even when we did
not agree with it and to accept its
legitimacy even when we thought that it
was unfair, this change of attitude is
almost impossible to absorb. More
alarming, however, is the realization
that this changing attitude has also
affected the Christian college. One of
the most difficult adjustments that I
have had to make in my ten years as a
Christian college president is to accept
the hang-up that students have about
authority. I was walking up the hill with
a student this spring when we met
another student coming from a residence hall. He taunted my companion
by saying, "Hey man, you are walking
with the enemy. We'll get you tonight."
While the words had a ring of jest in
them, the message was clear. Even the
president of a Christian college must
earn the right to be heard and respected.
Yet, a climate of trust still exists on
most Christian college campuses and
between Christian youth and their
church. With the strong authority of the
Word of God and respect for the quality
of life that they have seen in Christian
parents, preachers and professors, students find hope at the same time that
they raise questions. To maintain this
climate, however, we are going to have
to take a serious look at the points
where our claims to authority will not
stand the test of youthful scrutiny. An
extreme example is the situation that I
encountered in a Christian college.
August 25, 1970

a policy against students wearing beards,
but no policy for the faculty." The
response startled me because she said,
"You are precisely right-that's the way
it is."
This illustrates the dilemma of youth
when authority is unreasonable, inconsistent and morally indefensible. Yet,
this DEW line observation carries not
only threat, but promise. While rejecting
unquestioned authority, youth are desperately asking for an authority on
which to stake their lives. That is why
Trueblood's book A Place to Stand
makes sense to college students. With
the center of certitude in the trustworthiness in Jesus Christ, Trueblood
describes a Christian as a person who
has bet his life that Christ is right! From
here, he says, we can move in faith and
reason out to the essential and eternal
truths of the Christian hope. This is
precisely the need and the thrust of
youth today. Give them a firm place to
stand, balance the fulcrum of their faith
on the center of certitude and they'll
show us how to lift the world. For us,
however, it means that we must forfeit
the easy assumption that we can be
sloppy in our preaching or careless in
our living and still have youth accepting
our authority because we are older or
ordained. Youth will respond to the
authority of a lean and hungry Gospel if
we are ready to be lean and hungry men
of Christ.
The third observation from the DEW
line is that Christian youth are asking
for an ethical framework within which
to make moral decisions on the issues of
a changing world. Timothy Smith, in his
book Revivalism and Social Reform, has
shown us that born-again men were the
leaders in social reform in the earlier
years of this century. Then, evangelical
Christianity retreated from its social
stance because of theological controversy. The result has been several generations which have either avoided ethical

issues or compartmentalized their social
responsibility. Part of the problem is
theological. We believe that God is an
activist in the hearts of men, but rather
passive in the affairs of nations. Our
doctrine which stresses the fact that
man cannot save himself leaves little
room for the belief that man can saye
his society. Then, if you add the belief
that society will remain corrupt until
redeemed by the coming of Christ, there
is limited incentive for aggressive social
action.
Another part of the problem is historical. Traditionally, evangelical Christians have responded vigorously to issues involving Blue Nose laws. A governor's assistant has said that he can
predict volumes of mail from the conservative Christian community on legislative bills involving alcohol, tobacco,
gambling and Sabbath observance. At
other times, he said, conservative Christians seem strangely silent.
Students today cannot plead a theological or historical Fifth Amendment
on social issues. War, Race, Abortion,
Pollution and Poverty are not academic
issues with them. These are moral issues
up against the theological questions,
"What is man?" and "Why are are we
here?" Therefore, students in the Christian college cannot be content to let
these questions be answered for them
by professionals, secularists or revolutionaries. This is why one author who
came to the Christian college from the
public university and seminary said,
"The major crisis on the Christian college campus is not an understanding of
social issues. The major crisis is understanding Christian apologetics, "What
do we believe and why?" Unless the
church and the college take the leadership in developing a Biblical perspective
on the moral issues which have engaged
the mind of youth, we are forcing them
to flounder without a basis in truth or
to accept the answers that are forthcoming from political, legal and technical decisions. If the church and the
college chose to play it safe, we will
have to accept our share of responsibility for producing a generation of
technical giants and moral dwarfs.
The fourth observation from the DEW
line is that Christian youth today have
lost interest in conditional commitments. While.the first observation was
that adults and youth share a common
concern for spiritual values, the generations seem to separate when it comes to
the degree of commitment to those
values. Let's face it. The adult generation of Christians has not given its
youth a model of unconditional commitment to live out the values we
profess. We have absorbed the attitudes
to page sixteen
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". . . And when the unclean spirit
cometh he finds the house swept
and garnished. Then goeth he and
taketh seven other spirits more
wicked. . . and they enter in . . ."
(St. Luke 11:25, 26).
Roy V. Sider
Mounting statistics and tragic stories
of death and ruined lives illustrate the
curse of drug addiction descending like
a plague on our society.
The motive for "pushing" drugs is not
hard to find. Paul said "The love of
money is the root of all evil."
The motives for taking drugs are not
as simple. A person turning to drugs
gives evidence of deeper problems. Here
is an inability to cope with their environment—to face life as it is. Often
there is a sense of futility, a meaningless
existence. There is desire for inner joy,
for peace. There is a deep inner yearning
to feel better than I do now, to have a
sense of purpose and consequence beyond oneself. To live, not only to exist.
More often there is no meaningful communication or sense of belonging within
the family structure.
The use of drugs by middle class
young people who have never been
deprived speaks loud and clear that
affluence and material security are insufficient. Man does not live by bread
alone.
Our culture has tried what one author
calls "goods ecstasy" (the possession of
things). It has been found wanting. We
depend heavily on "chemical substitutes" to give lift to life and help us
cope with our problems". Not all of this
is "illegal." Hugo W. Zantz says, "The
legal and illegal use of drugs has often
become fuzzy and erratic. All too often
the only difference between the
'straight' and 'hippie' user of drugs is
the respectability of a prescription."
Forty-one out of every 100 drug
prescriptions are "mood-modifiers."

The writer
ference.

is bishop of the Canadian Con-

U.S. citizens use 13 million pounds of
aspirin per year. Non-prescription tranquilizers, nicotine, alcohol, caffeine and
others can become chemical lifters to
raise spirits over the problems of the
real world. Much over-eating, overindulgence in marital sexual relations,
and other legitimate practices carried to
extreme have similar roots.
One must be careful however to understand that while these varying practices may stem from similar motivations, the results of the activity
pursued is quite dissimilar. There are
worlds of difference between the effect
of a cup of coffee or a shot of liquor
and for that matter between marijuana
and heroin.
The church has both opportunity and
responsibility to speak and act, not only
to the problem of drugs, but to the
much more basic problems which cause
people to become drug prone. The
following warrant our consideration.
1. A clear Bible-based, Christcentered emphasis on Christian experience. It is of utmost importance that
the inner life is assured and satisfied by
a personal encounter with the living
Christ through the Holy Spirit. Some of
the effects of drugs are chemical substitutes for an inner "spirit-experience" in
the Holy Spirit.
2. An awakening concern for people
as people. The fostering and growth of a
sense of sharing, caring, building of one
another within the fellowship of the
church. One thing that keeps people on
drugs is a sense of community among
addicts.
3. Christian nurture that teaches our
people how to walk by faith, to take
their feelings, cares, problems, and per-

plexities to the Lord. The exhilarating
experience of Christians doing this together and thus being built up in the
Lord Jesus.
4. The building of a youth ministry
that is more than activity for activity's
sake. Fun, yes. Laughter, certainly! But
much much more. Listening, learning,
sharing, involvement with people and
their needs. Give youth a piece of the
action—witnessing, helping, building,
feeling, understanding. Youth must have
a significant identification with the social and spiritual needs of people if they
would find fulfillment. There must be
sacrifice and challenge as well as openness and dialogue.
5. Stronger homes. Here is prevention, more valuable than cure. The
Gospel must be made relevant to life in
the home of the 70's. Help can be given
through literature, counselling, retreats,
etc. We need a revival of holiness and
wholeness in our families.
The foregoing are not very dramatic,
but if followed would bring outstanding
results. There is hope for addicts, now
enslaved, through the Gospel and the
fellowship of the church. Christ does
deliver. The record of recovery through
spiritual therapy is impressive.
An addict, in certain circumstances,
could benefit from the security of being
"adopted" into a Christian home. Every
effort must be made to show love,
kindness, hope and assurance of deliverance by our attitude and practical
assistance to those enslaved.
A Holy Spirit revival, purging the
church and delivering sinners could
bring unprecedented help in stemming
the destructive surge of drugs and the
lack of fulfillment which promotes their
use.
Evangelical Visitor

Religious News
"Pray For Nation," UPI Writer Urges
Making reference to the July 4
"Honor America" day UPI columnist
Louis Cassels advised it might be a
better idea to pray for the nation.
"There are two reasons why 'Pray for
America Day' might be more appropriate than 'Honor America Day,' " he
wrote.
"First, to pray for one's country is a
more humble and God-fearing thing
than to extol its virtues, however many
and real they are . . .
"Second . . . , prayer is an activity in
which people can join regardless of how
deeply divided they are about America's
current policies at home and abroad."
The syndicated column concluded:
"How about it, Billy Graham? Isn't a
nation on its knees an even more impressive spectacle than a nation waving
flags?"
Rise in "C. O." Applications
Follows High Court Decision
An increase in applications for conscientious objector status has been
noted around the country since the U.
S. Supreme Court ruling of June 15
which broadened the C. O. status, for
other than religious convictions.
More affluent neighborhoods of large
metropolitan areas had the heaviest increase of request for C. O. status, while
smaller increases were noted in inner
city areas and in smaller towns.
Searchers For Noah's Ark
Still Hopeful
The Turkish government halted operations of the Scientific Exploration Archaelogical Research (SEARCH) but the
scientists are remaining hopeful in Istanbul.
The U. S. Embassy is assisting in the
move to look for Noah's Ark on Mt.
Ararat and advises that the team may
yet be able to start work when the
Turkish political situation is more
stable.
Alarm Sounded
On Rising Syphilis Rate
The runaway rate of infectious syphilis—most deadly of venereal diseasesincreased last month by 8.5 per cent, a
national health society reported.
Two years ago, 7.4 per cent fewer
people were reported to be infected
with the disease than in 1967.
"A dangerous situation is upon us,"
warned Dr. James S. McKenzie-Pollock,
medical director of the American Social
Health Association. "Unless we take
every effort to stop this increase, we're,
in trouble."
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Michigan Votes $22 Million
For Private, Parochial Aid
Within 90 minutes, both houses of the
Michigan Legislature passed a recordbreaking school aid bill which includes a
p r e c e d e n t - s e t t i n g $22 m i l l i o n for
financially-pressed private and parochial
schools.
The Parochial clause, which becomes
effective Sept. 1-and only if the state
supreme court upholds its constitutionality—covers teachers' salaries in nonpublic schools. It guarantees 50 per cent
of the estimated average salary of
$8,800 for the 5,800 lay teachers of
such secular subjects as English, math,
and science.
Minister Challenges Maryland Law
Barring Clergy from Legislature
An Assembly of God minister, the
Rev. Walter H. Leake, is challenging a
Maryland law which prohibits clergymen from serving in the state legislature.
Only Maryland and Tennessee retain
such statutes.
Maryland's constitution, basically unchanged since the late 19th Century,
states that "no minister or preacher of
the gospel or of any religious creed or
denomination . . . shall be eligible as
senator or delegate."
Africa President Hits Failure
Of Churches in Arms Dealings
President Kenneth D. Kaunda of Zambia declared that the sale of arms to
South Africa by countries that "profess
Christianity" was the direct result of a
"failure" on the part of Christian
Churches.
President Kaunda delivered his broadside at the opening session of a regional
conference of African Roman Catholic
bishops.
United Methodist Official
Explains "Two Child" Proposal
The United Methodist Church has
recommended that couples limit their
family to two children, but clergymen
are not obliged to pass that suggestion
on to persons during premarital counseling, a drafter of the recommendation
said.
According to the Rev. Rodney Shaw,
a denomination resolution on the "Population Crisis" was merely a set of
"guidelines" for individuals to make
them aware of over-population problems.
Anti-War Spirit Seen Cutting
Manpower for the Chaplaincy
The anti-war spirit is reducing the
number of seminarians entering the
chaplaincy and professional pressures
are cutting back the ordained men going
into uniform, the head of the United
Presbyterian chaplaincy office said.
There are about 4,000 active armed
forces chaplains.

7,000 Expected at '70 Urbana Meet.
The simple theme of foreign missions
is expected to attract 7,000 students at
the 9th Missionary Convention sponsored by Inter-Varsity Fellowship Dec.
27-31, 1970.
Urbana '67 was described by many as
"an unforgettable experience" of spiritual strengthening and Christian fellowship.
College Credit for Service
Approved by Mennonite Council
The Council of Mennonite Colleges
has arranged courses that will allow
students to earn up to 14 hours credit
while engaged in various service programs of the Mennonite Church.
The credits will be earned through a
program of reading, seminars, and language study.
Christian Higher Education
Faces "New Dark Ages"
Christian higher education is entering
a "new Dark Ages," precariously involved in a "survival game," warned Dr.
Martin E. Marty, a noted Lutheran
theologian.
Yet, observing that "all institutions of
higher learning are in upheaval, fighting
for survival, occasionally enjoying the
luxury of a quest for definition," he
said these new Dark Ages will provide
the context for a "new Christian mandate."
Dr. Marty, professor of theology at
the University of Chicago, told a Campus '70 Conference audience at St.
Mary's College, South Bend, Indiana,
that the mandates he spoke of are not
"new" from God but refer to a new
response to the Christian tradition of
today.
"The old civilization is in decadence.
Moral change is in the air. Violence and
cruelty surround us. New superstitions
are peddled everywhere. . . . And in our
new Dark Ages, premium has already
been removed from higher learning," he
said.
U. S. Agent: Impossible to Count
Addicts-"They Are Like The
Fish In The Sea"
Michael J. Costello, a special agent in
the Bureau of Narcotics and Drugs,
Department of Justice warned that unless the staggering rate of drug abuse in
America is checked, "Western civilization as we know it will cease in three
decades."
"We have a brain drain in this country, but it is not alcoholism, sex, communism or other exploitation—it is primarily drug abuse," Mr. Costello told
some 250 parents and educators.
The federal agent warned that "this
country is drowning in amphetamines
and barbiturates." The family medicine
cabinet has become a source of supply
of the latter for young drug abusers, he
said.

Nicaragua work to be expanded

Mission AccomplishedMission Continues
/. EarlMusser
Howard and Pearl Wolgemuth.

It is furlough time for the Wolgemuths—after more than five years of
effective service, of demanding rigorous
schedules and of enthusiastic presentation of the Gospel message. God has
blessed with encouraging responses and
good beginnings of a church in Nicaragua.
On September 1, the Wolgemuths will
be giving farewells to a people they love,
and they will be turning the responsibilities of the work over to the Kellys. As
they return to us, they will be making
furlough contacts and planning for further service in North America as the
Lord directs.
Speaking of Howard and Pearl's work
in Nicaragua, the Board for Missions
expressed grateful satisfaction at its
Conference meeting: "The Lord has
graciously helped the Wolgemuths in
completing the mission for which they
were sent. We asked them to explore
possibilities for a work in Latin America. They did well in the choosing of a
place and have given the work a wonderful start. God has abundantly blessed as
they loved the people and served so
devotedly. They can now give it over to
others with a real sense of having
triumphed through Christ and can come
home with confidence that their service
here will be just as important as they
Walter and Lynda Kelly with Tracey Lyn,
born June 18, in Costa Rica.

share the vision of Nicaragua with the
church."
The Board for Missions recognizes
within the church a keen interest in our
Missions in Central America and hopes
that it will be possible for the Wolgemuths to share this vision with the
church by an active schedule of mission
services and contacts.
PROJECTED DEVELOPMENTS
Our sense of stewardship indicates
that we should be involved in a
large way among people who are
open and responsive to the Gospel. Latin America today is such a
field.
Personnel—A second young couple,
Charles and Cara Musser (Bellevue
Park), are slated to enter language
school in September under appointment
to join in the work in May 1971.
Another recent development is the
moving of Mrs. Betty Rosentrater and
her family to Managua. They are living
there on a self-supporting basis and will
be assisting in the work as much as they
are able. Mrs. Rosentrater, who served
with her late husband in Mexico, will be
teaching in a high school there.
Capital Investment—Thus far, we have
made only one capital building investment in Nicaragua—the Esquipulas
Church. In pursuing the goal of development of the work, we need to think in
terms of a missionary house (or even
two), another church, support costs for
two family units, literature needs, and
Bible School training for national leadership.
Plans for these developments will be
moving forward in the next few years as
God enables us. While recognizing that
such planning requires additional finances, we believe that God is leading us
to advance and that you will stand by us
with faith and prayer for greater service
to this needy and responsive people.
The writer is Director of Missions for
denomination's Board for Missions.
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Too Many Churches?
from page eleven

the "panic button." He is a person who
was presented to us by Jesus to be our
constant guide.
These three concepts of (1) one
church in a locality, (2) locally indigenous churches, and (3) dependence on
the Holy Spirit, are the bases for the
re-emergence of the true local church in
the twentieth century.
Our Brotherhood is blessed with
many men of unusual executive ability.
Such men, chosen by God for the work,
should be placed in positions of overall
leadership of their local churches. This
would allow one professional ecclesiastical executive to be responsible for the
organizational leadership of all the congregations throughout the city. His role
would be that of training local church
leaders, preserving purity of doctrine
and practice through his work with
these leaders, and by ministering directly to congregations or to the entire
assembled church as needed. In each
local congregation God would raise up
the elders and deacons and others that
He needed for the work.
The true test of your local church is:
What would happen if suddenly, one
Saturday afternoon, the regular pastor
were called away permanently. If the
church instinctively begins a hurried
search for "someone to fill the pulpit"—then that is about all the previous
pastor was doing, and that church is far
from being a Spirit-led, biblical local
church. If on the other hand, the church
instinctively looks to the Holy Spirit to
choose from the ready pool of God-fearing Bible students within the church,
each of whom has already had experience at preaching, teaching, and leading; then they will not just "fill the
pulpit," they will fill the needs of the
people. Such a church is well on its way
toward being the revolutionary force it
was meant to be by God.
Evangelical Visitor

While answering the questions of a concerned
SPIC sponsor, Doris Cober began to think that
others might be interested in the answers.
So here they are!

Questions and Answers
About SPIC
(Scholarship Program for Indian Children)

Why didn't my 'son" return to school
in 1970?

Because he finished 7th class in 1969
and is now attending a high school near
his home. Such high school students are
not included in the SPIC program (The
exceptions to this rule were the few
orphans remaining from the orphanage
program when SPIC was begun), but
they are eligible to receive a stipend to
help with school expenses, if they maintain a good average in their marks. B—
was always a cooperative boy and we
are hoping that he will develop into a
spiritual leader among his fellow Uraons.
Yes, he did make a public decision for
Christ in special meetings held last fall.
Continue to follow him with your
prayers, for he is most probably one of
a very few Christians among hundreds
of Hindu students.

Jim Cober meeting with a small group of the older hostel boys for
early morning (5:45) Bible study.

What are the ages of these pupils?

They range from six to about sixteen.
Some do not know exactly how old
they are. The majority are ten or under.

Are all Barjora pupils boarding school
pupils?

Barjora School accepts both day students and boarding students. Of the day
students, some are children of our local
Christian families and about 65 are local

Last year about 30 children decided
publicly for Christ; we are happy about
this and pray that each one will grow in
Him!

(If your child is in 7th class, you can
conclude from the above paragraph, the
reason why he may not return next year.
Other causes are illness, unwillingness to
bear the discipline of school life, family
conditions, etc.)

To what point is it hoped they will
arrive while under our missionaries' influence?

Is Barjora a mission school?

Definitely! However, since our mission tries to indigenize as soon as it
seems reasonable, missionaries no longer
teach in the school. Rev. Hem K. Paul,
whom you most probably met when he
was in the States in the summer of
1968, is the principal. The school receives no government funds and operates almost entirely on money received
from the sponsors of the SPIC program.
All the teachers are members of our
church, and they take turns conducting
a daily Bible class for the students.
August 25, 1970

Hindu children. In the hostels only
childien with at least one Christian
parent or a Christian guardian are accepted.
Jim is supervisor of the hostels. Helping him are a Christian Santal woman as
matron of the girls' hostel and a Christian Santal man as housefather for the
boys' hostel. These houseparents conduct morning and evening prayer times
with the children. Also Jim has an
early-morning daily Bible study with the
older hostel boys and girls. Then of
course there are the regular church
services, Sunday morning and evening
and Wednesday evening, which the hostel children are required to attend—and
periodic evangelistic meetings. Hem Paul
is the local pastor; Jim has been in
charge of the Sunday evening service
akin to Christ's Crusaders.

Bandaging a sore arm of hostel girl Balhi.
Every day an average of twenty hostel
children come for minor medical attention:
scabies and other skin diseases, cuts, sores,
stomach-aches, colds—you name it. Children
with more serious ailments are taken to the
Madhipura Christian Hospital.
Some of the children, of course, just need a
little loving attention.

I suppose I can only say that we hope
the same for these 7th class-and-under
children as I'm sure you hope and pray
for the children in your church or
home! We pray that each will decide for
Christ and that this will be the beginning of a fruit-bearing life for Christ—
but we can't force this to happen; and
so we labor and pray. Occasionally some
children are baptized while here; Hem
Paul is now conducting a preparation
class for baptismal candidates. But with
the Santal and Uraon tribal children
especially, we encourage them to return
to their own villages to be baptized.

Tentatively Speaking
Excerpts from a "Missionary Manual" being prepared overseas for personnel serving with the B in C's in Africa. Just a
Guckfenster (peep window) into life "over there. "

Personal Evangelism
"It is not even certain that a missionary's preaching is limited to his waking
hours. The missionary must seriously
consider the possibility that he is being
observed while asleep, especially if he is
sleeping in church. His every word and
action is carefully sifted for some hid-

den meaning and the missionary's witness is affected by the results of this
analysis . . ."
Daily Quiet Time
"There is not one way here: Meditation over an early morning cup of coffee

Missionary
Appointees
to Africa

(and early in Africa means early
—certainly soon after sunrise, if not
before); a locked office at a given time
of day; A walk in the early morning
with God as your sole companion.
Though there is not one way, there is
one purpose: Closing with God."
Social Relationships
B. Communication. A most important
item in the life of a missionary is the
ability to communicate with his/her
co-workers. Always be ready to accept
and give advice humbly. Be prepared for
blunt and frank statements . . .
Do not share your own problems and
difficulties freely'with just anyone but
be able to share with those in whom
you have special confidence, and who
will understand your problems. Missionaries' feelings cannot be "on the surface."
C. Humour. Be able to laugh in the
face of your biggest problems by God's
help. Brooding over your problems will
not help you and it will cause your
co-workers added anxiety and strained
relationships.
DO's AND DON'T's from Chapter 8 (18
Do's and 15 Don't's!—with a credit line
to an orientation paper produced by
TAP)
1. DO observe and follow the protocol
of the country or situation in which
you are serving (Ensamples cited are
local spelling and pronunciation).
2. DO take someone shopping with you
the first time. You'll have a hard time
finding a "spool of thread" but not a
"reel of cotton."
3. DO remember that examinations have
an exalted position in African education. They are often regarded as an
end in themselves.... If students do
not do well on the examinations, the
teacher may be blamed.
1. DON'T compare your new assignment with the previous one: i. e.,
"Back in Beforeburg we did it this
way . . . "
3. DON'T call older Africans by their
first names. Learn proper terms of
address. It is usually honourific to
call them by the surname . . .

Samuel and Joyce King with Karen Lanette.
Sam, who is from Belleville, Pa., has already
given two years of Voluntary Service in
Africa. He is to be the farm manager and unit
co-ordinator at Mtshabezi Mission (Rhodesia).
Joyce, a registered nurse, will serve as matron
and assist part time in the medical program.
She is the daughter of Harold Rohrer, pastoi
of the Granville congregation.
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Assigned to Macha Secondary School, Dallas
and Faye Shelly. Dallas has already given two
years of Voluntary Service at the Navajo
Mission. Since his graduation from Messiah
College he has been teaching and working on
his Master's degree. Faye with a B.S. in
nursing is a daughter of Earl Brechbill, who
served for several years at the North Star
Mission in Saskatchewan.

These are rather random selections
from what we think is excellent work in
the preparation of a manual for those
looking forward to service overseas. This
is only a tentative edition with a limited
number of mimeographed copies—not
for general distribution.
But we can all learn something vicariously or even personally from these
excerpts!
Evangelical Visitor

Pulpit and Pew

Too Many Churches?
Richard Kriegbaum
Almost seventy percent of the local
churches in our Brethren Fellowship list
Sunday school attendance averages under 150 a week. In most of these cases
the actual congregation of working believers is considerably smaller than this
figure. But even if this statistically
inflated mean is used, it is still obvious
that, since we strive to provide a seminary or Bible school graduate for every
one of these groups, we have too many
small local churches and too many
spiritually dead ones.
Clearly the solution is not to close
down the extra local congregations and
scatter the sheep in these groups. What
is urgently needed is a restructuring of
our thinking, a reordering of our value
systems, and a renewal of personal
responsibility for the work that Jesus
left undone when He returned to the
Father. We must make maximum use of
each professional church worker with
the God-given gift of government. We
must purge out the ingrained concept of
the pastor as a hired substitute to do the
calling, witnessing, and preaching for
the members. We must return to the
biblical concept of a local church led by
the Holy Spirit working through every
member, not by the personal dynamic
of a great pastor.
A local church is a geographically
delineated member of the body of
Christ. It is not a building and we must
stop calling the building the church. We
do not "go to church" on Sunday; we,
the church, come together. The building
is no more and no less sacred than our
homes, which is where the early Christians met almost exclusively until the
Emperor Constantine moved the church
meetings into the pagan temples as part
of an attempt to displace the faltering
Roman pantheon of gods with Christianity. Ever since, people have been
going to church instead of being the
church with increasingly disastrous results. One of the most important first
steps toward a revived local church is
the formation of small groups meeting
in homes. This, more than any other
The writer is instructor in French at l/Vheaton College and pastor of a Brethren church
(Winona Lake, Ind. HqJ. This abridged reprint of his article is used by permission of
the Brethren Missionary Herald.
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single action, will help restore the feeling that a local church is a "group of
believers who get together regularly."
The idea that such a group is not a
church unless it has a salaried pastor and
a building program is unscriptural.
To get biblical results, use biblical
methods: One church in a specific locality, locally indigenous churches, and
dependence on, and active trust in the
Holy Spirit.
Now let us examine these points in
detail. One church in a locality was the
constant rule of the Early Church. Paul
wrote to "the church of God which is at
Corinth," and "unto the church of the
Thessalonians which is in God the Father." When Paul uses the plural form it
is to "the churches of Galatia," or "the
churches of Judea," which were regions
encompassing many cities and thus
many churches. There is ample evidence
that in Jerusalem there were probably
tens of thousands of believers, but it is
referred to without exception as "the
church " at Jerusalem. This fact does not
mean that there was one congregation in
Jerusalem; there were many congregations, but there was only one church. It
is not just a semantic game to distinguish between a local church and a
congregation. These terms are not synonyms.
The logical size for a congregation is
clearly indicated by our denominational
statistics. There is a marked tendency
for a congregation to level off around
the 150-250 mark. This tendency is
often lamented, when in fact, it is very
natural for a group to feel socially
complete at this size. If it gets much
bigger, it is difficult for everyone to
know each other and group cohesiveness
begins to decline. The answer is to
foster the establishment of a second
congregation and of successive congregations until the entire city is reached.
Indigenous churches must not be just
a reassuringly modern-sounding theory
for foreign missions, it must be. for us,
as it was for the Early Church, an
accurate description of our true practice. The local church must be locally
indigenous. When it is not, it is spiritually flabby, undisciplined and irresponsible. When it is, and to the degree that
it is, it is spiritually strong, highly
disciplined, and responsible.

In the Grace Journal, Spring of 1966,
Dr. Jake Kliever offered ten basic principles that support and, in fact, require
the pursuing of an indigenous pattern
for the local church. The key principles
of those which Mr. Kliever enunciates
are: "Principle 7—All believers are endowed with the same spiritual potential
for witnessing. Principle 8—These believers are now 'One Body,' being fitted
together and built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. Principle
9—These believers have equal competence as they gather into a group of
believers to effect local churches of
equal ability, equality and testimony
irrespective of their racial, linguistic,
geographic or cultural origin. Principle
10—Believers are to be trained and
equipped for the work of the Church."
We often think of ourselves as already
highly indigenous in this country, but
we practice the theory of a culturally or
nationally indigenous church, a theory
which is nowhere even hinted at in
Scripture. We somehow think that,
whereas, it is not healthy for the church
at Bangui to call an American pastor, it
is all right for the church in Massachusetts to call a California pastor. The evils
that result from allowing Bangui Christians to learn to depend on an imported
American professional are the same evils
that we suffer by not allowing the
church in Massachusetts to learn to
depend on its domestic version of an
imported professional. In both cases,
the local church may not learn to do its
own work, or what it means to be led
by the Spirit instead of by an imported
professional minister, never learns to
feel individual responsibility for God's
work, and never rises above a lukewarm
condition.
By contrast, when Paul established a
church, he left it. He moved on and
forced the small band of believers to
either achieve spiritual greatness or collapse. They either had to find leaders
among themselves or be leaderless. They
either had to study the Scriptures for
themselves or remain ignorant. They
either had to lead others to Christ or
remain numerically weak and spiritually
dull. The local church that manages to
struggle along only because of the efforts of a salaried pastor is no credit to
Jesus.
Dependence on the Holy Spirit must
be a practice, oot just a doctrine. Many
churches depend on the Holy Spirit the
way a man trusts a parachute—when
there is no other choice about the
matter. When we have tried everything
we can think of, and all fails, then we
look to the Spirit. As long as the pastor
has a good idea about how to do
something we get along fine. But the
Spirit is not a thing to be activated by
to page eight
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Sunday School
These Changing Times
Mary W. Staley

Workers in Christian education are
talking about some changes taking
place. "My nursery class children respond so differently than they used to,"
remarked a teacher of several years.
"They no longer obey as they should
and their interests are so different. They
do not care to listen to stories or
records or to sing songs like they did
five or ten years ago."
A fifth grade teacher expressed concern that her class no longer appreciates
small prizes. "They have so much at
home," she concluded, "that these little
tokens have lost their appeal. If awards
do not interest them, what will challenge them to achieve?"
"Junior high people are more concerned with the world around them
than in the Bible lessons," observed
their teacher. "If I can't get their
attention, I'll lose them." She, too,
watches the change and attempts to
keep up with their varied interests.
Senior highs and post-high classes
must adopt a different format if they
expect to hold the attendance of these
youth. The problems of Abraham and
Noah, though relevant today, lose their
pertinence if presented in a conventional way. Youth are so problemconscious these days. If only the last
five minutes of the lesson are devoted to
practical application and consideration
of individual needs and questions, it is
not enough time.
Adult pupils, who used to be content
to listen to a lecture on Bible facts,
history, and background, will today go
away empty to face family and community pressures if that is all the Sunday
school does for them.
The same preschool teacher who
claimed her class no longer wanted to
listen, observed that these children
spend hours before the TV set, watching
the kiddie programs.
What are the methods used by those
in charge of such programs? How wellThe writer, who is a free lance writer, is a
member of the Friends Ohio Yearly Meeting.
This article is reprinted from the Evangelical
Friend and is used by permission.
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prepared are they? What about their
poise? Their communication? A Sunday
school teacher could learn much from
Captain Kangaroo and the teacher of
Romper Room (or today's Sesame
Street).
Primaries and juniors still love to
collect things. The complaint that
youngsters no longer value small items is
not completely valid. What about the
shelves at home lined with tiny cars,
miniature airplanes, monsters, and dinosauria? How many different brands of
cereal have been purchased so the collection can be completed? What is different between these accepted items and
those scorned by the children? Can it be
the element of surprise? Does the token
itself appeal? They may just not care for
the traditional gifts we usually present.
What is their interest?
These groups are used to much action
and searching for knowledge to satisfy
their curious natures. Christian teaching
must adjust to take advantage of that
intense interest; we cannot afford to let
our pupils think of Christianity as something separate from what they know of
life during the week.
A Sunday school teacher can guide
junior high pupils in getting along well
with others, to have happier homes, and
to prepare for that important dating
time. (Whether we admit it or not, or
whether we even approve, some of these
youngsters are dating; and many of the
rest—especially girls—would like to.)
Christian principles of moral purity
should be taught here; they will listen
now. Personalities can be improved.
Courtesy and etiquette can be taught by
Christian teachers because young teens
want to know these things now. And
these subjects are a vital part of scriptural Christianity.
Older youth have gone beyond this
stage of early learning. They have already made many decisions, are wellinformed, and are not afraid to express
themselves quite frankly. Feeling sure of
many of the answers to life, they are
anxious to pass on their wealth of

information. Teachers can take advantage of this self-assurance by presenting
real-life situations for which the pupils
find solutions.
One senior high girl declared in class
discussion that she would work for a
whisky, firm for a large salary rather
than in a grocery store for a much
smaller wage, especially if she needed
the extra money for college. Several in
the class agreed with her. The teacher
sensed that the pupils would not respond to a pious lecture. She read some
quotation from a Christian psychiatrist
on the subject of choosing a vocation
that contributes to the well-being of
man, not to his destruction. With that,
she passed on to other subjects, secretly
quite disturbed that the class members
were so rebellious that day.
Later in the session, the same girl
admitted on her own that she "would
be ashamed for people to know" she
worked in such a place. Tossing around
the wrong answer helped the class to
find the right one without feeling forced
into making the decision.
It takes calm patience for the teacher
of young people to let them sound off
negatively and wait for them to separate
the good from the bad.
Adults have special needs today, too.
Years ago, when Junior wanted to visit a
friend, he walked down the block, or up
the road, and came back the same way.
Today, school in some cases may be
miles away, sending youngsters farther
away for their social and school activities.
Now, Junior gets in the car (his, the
parents', or a friend's) and leaves for
hours. Until he returns, what parent
isn't anxious? Who isn't startled when
the phone rings? Most parental concern
centers in their children, with the .hope
that each has the strength it takes to
resist the temptations and evils of the
times.
These are part of the reasons for the
increased pressures on parents today.
Because of these tensions and concerns,
they need to talk, to share, to receive
comfort and understanding from others.
More important, they need desperately
to know how to find help and sustaining
grace from God.
Sunday school classes must meet the
needs of adults. What is a Christian
attitude toward the social pressures of
today? To what extent can one's worries be committed to God? Can we be
satisfied to live on one salary? Should
mother work? How much should the
parents do in the church, and when
should they say, "No"? Is it possible to
be completely honest in business today?
All these pressing questions deserve answers. When can guidance be found if
not in God's Word as it is explored in
the Sunday school class?
Evangelical Visitor
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Penner Acquitted
Prayers Answered
Walton Hackman
The United States Supreme Court in
its final decision for the 1970 Spring
Session issued an order which dismisses
all criminal charges against Jerry Allen
Penner, a Mennonite from Balko, Oklahoma, who was earlier sentenced to five
years in a federal penitentiary for refusing to accept induction into the armed
forces after he unsuccessfully attempted
to register as a conscientious objector.
As a typical Mennonite young'man
facing the draft, Penner registered in
1964 with Selective Service and claimed
conscientious objection to military service. However, in Beaver County, Oklahoma, the local draft board was most
reluctant to classify registrants 1-0 (conscientious objectors to all military service). Consequently, Jerry Penner was
classified I-A-0 (conscientious objector
accepting non-combatant military service). This was the beginning of a six-year
struggle to be recognized as a conscientious objector opposed to all military
service.
He exhausted all of his administrative
appeals for having his draft classification
reviewed and in the process his classification was finally and with no explanation changed on June 21, 1967, to I-A
(eligible for induction into the armed
forces). Then on August 1, 1967, Jerry
was ordered to report to Oklahoma City
for induction. He reported to the induction station but refused to accept induction. As a result of this action he was
declared to have violated a federal law
(The 1967 Military Selective Service and
Training Act) and was turned over to
the United States Department of Justice
for prosecution.
In 1967 the Grand Jury for the
United States District Court of Western
Oklahoma issued an indictment and a
warrant for his arrest. This then took
Penner's appeal as a conscientious objector into the Federal courts.
In a hon jury trial on April 8, 1968,
he was tried before Judge Fred Daugherty for his action of refusing induction
Walton Hackman serves as Associate Executive Secretary, Peace Section, Mennonite Central Committee.
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into the armed forces. However, Penner
was not sentenced until November 8,
1968, when he received the maximum
prison sentence for such a violation—5
years in the Federal Penitentiary.
The case was immediately appealed to
the Circuit Court of Appeals for the
tenth circuit; this request for an appeal
was granted and the decision of the
District Court was reviewed but sustained.
After a conviction in the lower court
and support for that conviction by the
Circuit Court of Appeals and the major
costs involved, the Penner family did
not know if they should proceed further
and appeal the case to the United States
Supreme Court.
It was at this point that the family
consulted the Peace Section of the
Mennonite Central Committee for advice and assistance. The Peace Section,
after discussions within the Section and
consultation with professional legal
counsel, felt that the Jerry Penner conviction would be an extremely unfortunate legal precedent for any future
conscientious objector in similar circumstances. Consequently the Peace Section
took action to support Penner both
with legal counsel and finances. The
Section also agreed to file an amicus
curiae (friend of the court) brief if the
Supreme Court would hear the case.
Marvin Karpatkin, a New York attorney who serves as general legal counsel
for the American Civil Liberties Union
and as general legal counsel for the
Central Committee for Conscientious
Objectors and who represented Leroy
Garber in the 1967 Amish religious
freedom issue in Kansas, agreed to take
the Penner Case and file a request for a
review with the Supreme Court.
In the conclusion of the petition filed
on behalf of Jerry Penner the attorney
asked the Supreme Court to rule as to
whether " . . . a conscientious objector
must be a saint, or whether it is sufficient to be an ordinary man who is, by
reason of religious training and belief,
conscientiously opposed to participation in war in any form." Penner's
conviction rested largely on the basis of

rather fragmentary and undocumented
evidence contained in an FBI report
which alleged that he did not hold to
some of the basic tenets of the Mennonite faith.
Late in June 1970, in a completely
unexpected and unprecedented action,
the United States Solicitor General,
Ervin N. Griswold, in writing his recommendations to the Supreme Court,
said that the Penner Case was an obvious miscarriage of justice and in fact
likened it to the Sacco Vanzetti Case, a
case where guilt was supposedly established and execution was carried out
largely because of strong public feelings—only to have some concrete vindicating evidence uncovered after the execution.
The Solicitor General whose responsibility it is to support the government's
conviction came to the defense of Jerry
Penner and recommended that the
Court of Appeals decision be reversed
and that the case be remanded to the
District Court for a dismissal of indictment. Attorney Karpatkin said that this
statement by the Solicitor General was
in his practice and to his knowledge
unprecedented.
The Supreme Court in its final action
for the 1970 Spring Session reviewed
the case and stated that there had been
an obvious error in the conviction of
Jerry Penner. They decided not to hear
the case but to simply order the recommendations of the Solicitor General.
On Monday, June 29, 1970* the
United States Supreme Court issued the
following very terse order: "On the
basis of a confession of error by the
United States Solicitor General and of
an independent review of the record,
the petition for writ of certiorari is
granted, the judgment of the Court of
Appeals is vacated and the case is
remanded to the United States District
Court for the Western District of Oklahoma with instructions to dismiss the
indictment."
The Supreme Court's decision annuls
the lower court's conviction and completely dismisses all criminal charges
against Jerry Penner.
After six years Jerry Penner has been
acquitted, justice rendered and prayers
answered.
The family has borne almost the
entire financial load of about $10,000;
persons wishing to share in this expense
with the family may channel contributions through the MCC Peace Section.
This was, after all, a decision which will
be of benefit not only to Jerry Penner,
but to all conscientious objectors.
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Church News
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
The Mt. Holly Springs Church had a
difficult experience for when Pastor
Ernest Dohner arrived home from Conference it was discovered that the
church basement was flooded with 6V2
feet of water.
The Green Springs Church reports
"On Father's Day, Brother Charles Alleman and Brother Frank Smiser were
presented gifts for having the most
children present in Sunday school. Each
father had seven children present.
The Daily Vacation Bible School enrolled 246 members during the two
weeks of school, June 8-19 with an
average attendance of 200.
The Bishop's letter reports installation
services for Rev. and Mrs. Bruce Urey at
Mt. Rock, August 16; and Rev. and Mrs.
John Bundy at Red Lion, Pa., August
30. Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Lady have
moved into the parsonage on Krug
Avenue, Hanover, Pa., where Bro. Lady
has assumed leadership.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
The Mount Pleasant congregation
welcomed the Robert Lehman family
home from Africa, May 21, and two
weeks later the David Brubakers. These
two men grew up in the Mount Pleasant
Church. June 10 Rev. and Mrs. Alvin
Book gave messages in prayer meeting.
One nine year old boy and two men
over sixty years of age were baptized,
June 17, and were received into church
membership.
The Bishop's letter reports: Installation of Rev. Paul Smucker, July 26 at
Bethel, Va. He will also serve at Farris
Mines, Va. Lane Hostetter will serve the
Skyline View Church as interim pastor
until Rev. LeRoy'Walters will be available later in the year.
On June 29 a farewell service for the
pastor, Rev. and Mrs. Earl Martin, Jr.,
who have given fifteen years of service
to the Mt. Pleasant Church, was planned
by the Crusaders and Pastoral committee. A luncheon was served at 5:30 and
then at 7:30 the group met together at
the church for the program "This is
Your Life" given in pictures and narration. A gift of $250.00 was presented
by the congregation.
September 6 was the occasion of the
installation service for Robert Keller at
the Montoursville Church.
The Perkiomen Valley Church reports: John Martin made a World record
in his class by lifting 303 pounds in
England in July. His gold medal was
presented to him by Queen Elizabeth.
(Readers of the Visitor will recall that
U

Dr. Ernest L. Boyer
Appointed Chancellor
Dr. Ernest L. Boyer, who has served
as Vice Chancellor of the State University of New York since 1968, has been
appointed Chancellor of the University.
He will assume his new duties September 1. In this new position Dr. Boyer
will head the largest university system in
the country—consisting of 69 campuses,
286,000 students, and a faculty of
15,000.
Dr. Boyer is an ordained minister in
the Brethren in Christ Church and presently a member of the denomination's
Board for Schools and Colleges. He is
also a member of the Board of Trustees

John was seriously handicapped by
childhood polio but has won wide
honors with his athletic ability.)
On July 19, Rev. and Mrs. Harry Bert
were installed as pastor and wife for the
Mount Pleasant congregation.
The Lancaster Church, Pa., reports
that their deacon and family, Mr. and
Mrs. Daniel G. Engle and son, Kevin,
left July 22 for a year's service at
Mtshabezi Mission, Rhodesia, Africa.
Enroute they plan to visit the Brethren
in Christ mission fields in Japan and
India. Mr. Engle is a physics professor at
Millersville State College and Mrs. Engle
is a kindergarten teacher in the PennManor district—both are on a one-year
sabbatical leave.

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
The Boyle congregation reports a
DVBS from July 6-11 with an enrollment of 72. The project was support for
the Virginiatown DVBS in northern
Ontario. The offering amounted to
$49.76. On July 26 the Messiah College
musical group gave a program to a full
house.
The Frogmore Church reports a reception service June 14 for three new
members. June 21 was a highlight in the
service for the fathers of the congregation. Each received a white carnation on
entering the service. Special recognition
was given to the oldest, being Daniel
Underhill, age 84; the youngest, Murray
Alward, age 24; a "father in Israel" who
had served the Lord for 55 years, Blake
Weaver. The morning message was
brought by Mr. H. O. Alward and the
evening message by the pastor, Rev.
Alonzo Vannatter. The Frogmore Quiz
team won in Canada and flew to California to take part in the finals.

of Messiah College and is Chairman of
t h e Advisory Board,
MessiahPhiladelphia campus.
He is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Boyer of Dayton, Ohio and is married
to the former Kathryn Tyson. They
have four children: Ernest Jr. and Beverly, students at Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana; and Craig and Stephen
at home.
The Boyers reside at 20 Westover
Road, Slingerlands, N. Y. 12159.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Hensel were
installed August 2 as pastor and wife of
the Pleasant Hill congregation, Ohio.
Sunday, August 30, Rev. and Mrs.
Jerel Book will be installed as pastor
and wife of the Morrison Church, Illinois.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Niesley have
moved to Nappanee, Indiana where Mr.
Niesley will be in charge of the Christian
Light Book Store.
Rev. John Arthur Brubaker and
family will be moving to Nappanee,
Indiana around September 1 as the
newly appointed director of Youth and
Home for the denomination.
The Rolling A c r e s C o m m u n i t y
Church in McMinnville, Tenn., reports
the reception of five members into the
congregation July 26.
The Nappanee church had as Sunday
morning speaker, August 9, Rev. William Hoke. Rev. and Mrs. Hoke have
been taking special courses at the Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries
this summer.

Births
Alleman: Duane David, born June 22
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Alleman, Green
Springs congregation, Pa.
Blubaugh: Lisa Mae, born July 4 to
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Blubaugh, Antrim
congregation, Pa.
Beck: Andrea Joy, born August 3 to
Mr. and Mrs. George Beck, Perkiomen
Valley congregation, Pa.
Brand: Jeremy Alan, born July 3 1 to
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Brand, Hollowell
congregation, Pa.
Evangelical Visitor

Crider: Crystal Louise, born July 18
to Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Crider, Morning
Hour Chapel congregation, Pa.
Glover: H. Lamar Glover, Jr., born
August 2 to Mr. and Mrs. H. Lamar
Glover, Sr., Paramount congregation,
Md.
Grove: Jennifer Lynn, born July 22
to Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Grove, Mowersville congregation, Pa.
Hornbaker: Pamela Sue, born July 15
to Mr. and Mrs. Duane Hornbaker,
Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Hunsberger: Eric Joseph, born July
26 to Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hunsberger,
Perkiomen Valley congregation, Pa.
Lewis: Richard Norman, born June 6,
1969, chosen son of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Lewis, Cheapside congregation, Ontario, Canada.
Miller: Jeannine LeAnn, born July 7
to Mr. and Mrs. Larry Miller, Antrim
congregation, Pa.
Miller: Jason Todd, born July 22 to
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Miller, Conoy
congregation, Pa.
Potteiger: Bryan Owen, born June 28
to Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Potteiger, Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ontario,
Canada.
Staley: Raymond Lee, born July 9 to
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Staley, Montgomery
congregation, Pa.
Stoner: Nathan Eric, born Aug. 5 to
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel K. Stoner, Morning
Hour Chapel congregation, Pa.
Winger: Lowell Leroy, born May 30
to Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Winger, Cheapside congregation, Ontario, Canada.

Weddings
Deloria-Sherman: Judith Ann, d. of
Rev. and the late Mrs. Warren J. Sherman, Adrian, Mich., and Robert James
Deloria, s. of Mrs. Andrew Culey and
the late Junior Deloria of Manistique,
Mich., July 18, in the Adrian Free
Methodist Church, Rev. Warren J. Sherman, father of the bride officiating.
Groff-Byer: Janet, d. of Mr. and Mrs.
Everett Byer, Hamlin, Kan., Bruce
Groff, s. of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Groff,
Topeka, Kan., June 6, by Rev. Kenneth
Heer, cousin of the bride, assisted by
Rev. Clayton Severn.
Helmuth-Kauffman: Shirley Ann, d.
of Mr. and Mrs. C. Roscoe Kauffman,
Thompsontown, Pa., and Larry Helmuth, s. of Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Helmuth, Nappanee, Ind., May 23, in the
Refton Church, Rev. Dale Allison officiating.
Herr-Mann: Erma Mann, d. 'of Mrs.
Harriet Mann and the late Leighton H.
Mann, and Ronald Herr, s. of Mr. and
Mrs. Amor Herr, Troy, Ohio, August 8,
Rev. Clark Hock, brother-in-law of the
bride officiating, assisted by Rev. WilAugust 25, 1970

liam Hoke in the Fairview Church,
Englewood, Ohio.
Hess-Jones: Patricia Jones, d. of Mr.
and Mrs. Earl Jones, Chambersburg, Pa.,
and Curtis Hess, s. of Mr. and Mrs. Jay
Hess, July 11, with Rev. Raymond
Brandt officiating in the Montgomery
Church, Pa.
Hoover-Kelly: Marion Jean, d. of Mrs.
Marion Kelly, Gormley, Ontario, and
Amos, s. of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel
Hoover, Troy, Ohio, July 18 with Rev.
Elwood C. Flewelling officiating.
McCombs-Sherk: Sharon Louise, d. of
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sherk, Fisherville,
Ontario, and Roy, s. of Mrs. Mabel
McCombs and the late Norman McCombs, June 20, at Cheapside, Ontario,
with Rev. Paul Nigh officiating.
Oberholzer-Taylor: Margaret Diane, d.
of Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Taylor, Fairplay,
Md., and Donald J. Oberholzer, s. of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald J. Oberholzer, Sr.,
Waynesboro, Pa., July 11, Rev. J. Ralph
Wenger officiating.
Schultz-Helstern: Christine Helstern,
d. of Mr. and Mrs. James Helstern,
Clayton, Ohio, and Donald Schultz, s.
of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Schultz, Ely,
Iowa, July 11, Rev. Andrew Slagenweit
officiating, assisted by Rev. Alvin Cook
in the Salem Church of the Brethren,
Phillipsburg, Ohio.
Walls-Kaiser: Joan Kaiser, and David
Walls, s. of Mr. and Mrs. William Walls,
June 21, in the Eight Square Chapel by
Rev. Walter Blackstone.
Wenger-Slagenweit: Marilyn, d. of
Rev. and Mrs. Andrew Slagenweit,
Greencastle, Pa., and Keith Wenger, s. of
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Wenger, Clayton,
Ohio, August 1, by Rev. Slagenweit
assisted by Rev. John Cheesman.
Woodring-Beaver: Donna Jane, d. of
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Beaver, Waynesboro, Pa., and Thomas Barry Woodring,
s. of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lewis Woodring, State Line, Pa., July 9, with Rev. J.
Ralph Wenger officiating.

West Germany. Services were held at the
Skyline View Church with her pastor,
Rev. John Arthur Brubaker, in charge
assisted by her uncle, Rev. Rev. Kenneth L. Troup. Interment was in the
Woodlawn Memorial Gardens.
Hart: Irene M. Hart was born Jan. 7,
1907, in Montgomery, Ohio, and passed
away July 2 1 , 1970, Troy, Ohio. She is
survived by her husband, Samuel, one
daughter, Mrs. Dolores Webb, Laura;
one son, David, Phoneton; ten grandchildren and one great-granddaughter.
Her mother also survives. Pastor Elam
Dohner conducted the funeral service at
Frings Funeral Home, Tipp City, with
burial in Bethel Cemetery.
Reese: Naomi Bert Reese, age 37,
passed away June 23. She was the
daughter of Ezra and Carrie G. Bert. She
was a member of the Mow^rsville Brethren in Christ Church. Surviving are her
husband, Martin, one son, a daughter,
and six stepchildren. Funeral services
were conducted at the Otterbein United
Methodist Church near Newburg, Pa.,
with Rev. Marlin Lauver officiating.
Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Sadowski: Mrs. Elsie Sadowski was
born June 12, 1915, and passed away
July 25. She is survived by her husband,
Jerome and a daughter, Mary Lou Jordan. She was a member of the Sunday
school, Marlyn Avenue congregation,
Baltimore. Funeral services were conducted from the Connelly Funeral
Home by Pastor Hubert Stern.
Wing: Jerry Lynn, infant son of the
Floyd Wings, Newburg, Pa., passed away
July 22 at the age of seven weeks. He is
survived by three brothers and three
sisters in addition to his parents. Graveside services were conducted by Rev.
Avery Musser at the Spring Hill Cemetery in Shippensburg, Pa.

Obituaries

Wink: E. Ross Wink was born June
21, 1887, and passed away July 23 in
Waynesboro, Pa. In addition to his
widow, Mrs. Elizabeth Wink, he is survived by four sons: Holland C., Wayhesboro; Gerald R., Baltimore, Md; Richard
C , Waynesboro; and Robert F., Shady
Grove; and one daughter, Mrs. Park
Loy, Mt. Vernon, Pa. Also surviving are
three stepchildren, 12 grandchildren,
five step grandchildren, four greatgrandchildren and four step greatgrandchildren; two sisters. Funeral services were conducted by the pastor, Rev.
Virgil N. Books. Burial was in the Green
Hill Cemetery.

Eisenhour: Donna K. Eisenhour, age
17, of Grantville, Pa., was killed in an
automobile accident near her home,
July 14. She was the daughter of John
and Dorothy Eisenhour and a member
of the Skyline View Brethren in Christ
Church. Surviving are her parents, two
sisters: Mrs. Dorothy Garman, near Lancaster; and Joanne, at home; a brother,
John stationed with the U. S. Army in

Yarde: Mrs. Elsie Davidson Yarde was
born Sept. 23, 1898, and passed away
July 24. She is survived by a daughter,
Mrs. Edgar Grabill, Laotto, Ind., and a
son, Harold; nine grandchildren; one
great-grandchild; and two brothers.
Funeral services were conducted from
the Christian Union Church, Garrett,
Ind., by her pastor, Rev. Carl G. Stump.
Interment in the adjoining cemetery.

Zante-Marshall: Darlene Elizabeth, d.
of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Marshall, Nanticoke, Ontario, and Mr. Ozzie Zante,
Hamilton, Ontario, Jan. 17, in the
Cheapside Church, Rev. Paul Nigh officiating.
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of secularism, materialism and affluence without ever raising a question about the contradictions with our faith. We
have left the poor behind and scrambled up the same ladder
with the world for social status. We have cut the heart and
the hope out of the Gospel until the radical and revolutionaries are outside the church. In a word, we have been
Christians with conditional commitments—ready with a
powerful word that has been betrayed by the weakness of
our deeds.
This is the kind of commitment which youth are
criticizing today. They know that the church cannot afford
another generation of half-committed men. They have the
comparison of revolutionaries with commitments to violence and even to death. They know that unless Christianity
challenges men at the level of commitment, a half-truth
could drive us back into the catacombs. Therefore, they are
ready to give themselves unconditionally to the cause of
Jesus Christ.
The spiritual readiness of Christian youth has put the
church and the college into a dangerous position. The
situation is similar to the minority groups in the ghettos
who have tolerated the worst living conditions because they
nursed the hope of rising in class and escaping to the
suburbs someday. This hope came true for such immigrants
as the Irish, the Polish and the Swedes. Blacks, too,
tolerated the ghetto while their hopes were alive. But when
they climbed through the escape hatch into the suburbs, it
was slammed in their faces. Consequently, hope turned to
hate and violence became their court of last resort.
That's the problem that we face with Christian youth
today. We have called them to unconditional Christian
commitments. God has visited them with the power of His
Spirit. Now, the question is whether we will open the
ecclesiastical and educational system to them or just put
them to work tending the machinery. Unless we respond
with opportunities that capture their love and their loyalty,
we could face the largest generation of ecclesiastical
drop-outs in the recent history of the church. But if we
admit them to our counsels, take seriously their concerns,
and ask them to make sacrifices or take risks, they will
respond with the vigor that will continue to pump new
blood into the life of the church.
The fifth DEW line observation is that Christian youth
are not content with the patience of the church today. The

people of the "Now" generation have not yet learned the
lesson of deliberation. This reflects their immaturity as they
refuse to hold off from immediate gratification. Yet, there
is an element of hope in their impatience. The church seems
to have lost its sense of urgency. We do not live on the
brink of the Second Coming. We do not have the drive of
the late hour and the ripened harvest that puts the ring of
passion into our message. We do not sense that Christianity
might actually rise or fall on the work of our generation. In
other words, we have lost one of the keynotes of New
Testament Christianity.

Other voices have picked up the urgency of the apocalypse. Revolutionaries predict with fervor the end of our
society. Blacks have forsaken the doctrine of gradualism
and demand equal rights now. Youth have tried to cram the
whole of life into a few frantic years because the threat of
the Bomb is always imminent.
Students in Christian colleges share this urgency. Right or
wrong, one student said that he had a hard time concentrating on his studies when he knew that there were guys
within a block of the campus mixing enough Molotov
cocktails to burn Seattle to the ground this summer.
Therefore, he said, "I have to go out and talk with those
guys for two hours every night trying to convince them that
Christ is the better way." While we are quick to condemn
their demands for instant Utopia, we desperately need to
feel their urgency that would put the doctrine of the
Second Coming back into our preaching and living again.
Timing is an integral part of the Christian message and the
use of the words "Now" and "Today" in scripture should
tell us that youth have caught a truth that we might have
let go.
These observations from the DEW line have a direct
bearing upon church-college relationships. They show us
the common agenda for our age which will require a new
understanding of our mutual ministry and our distinctive
roles. The agenda reads this way:
1. We must give our youth decisions on institutional
priorities in the church and in the college that put
human and spiritual concerns ahead of administrative
or political interests.
2. We must earn the trust of youth by rebuilding the
basis of our authority upon the tenets of Revealed
Truth which are absolute, universal and just.
3. We must seek a Biblical perspective for an ethical
framework within which youth can respond as Christians to the moral dilemmas of their day.
4. We must open the systems of the church and the college for the meaningful participation of unconditionally committed Christian youth.
5. We must return the doctrine of the Second Coming
to prominence in the life of the church and the college in order to retain both the energy and the
urgency of youth.
These are crucial points where the church and the college
become partners at work in the Kingdom of God. Rather
than emphasizing our differences, both institutions must be
pledged to New Testament priorities, to the authority of
the Word of God, to the trustworthiness of Jesus Christ, to
the relevance of the Christian ethic, to the true community
of the church, and to the urgency of the "Now" in God's
design for the world.
Our early warning system also tells us that the church and
the college cannot expect that Christian youth will be easy
followers of the faith. But, if we are one in recognizing and
responding to their needs, we can expect that they will be
tough-minded and tender-hearted Christians who have
found a place to stand and are ready to put their weight on
the fulcrum that can still lift the weight of the world.
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